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Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall
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With the establishment of
Singapore as an entrep6t 200
years ago, many migrants from
China and around the region
ventured to Singapore to seek
business opportunities and
better lives. While the majority
of early Chinese migrants

in Singapore were manual
labourers, they were later
followed by a group of skilled
artisans and professionals, such
as painters and photographers.
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; By the 1910s, the studios

s operated by Chinese
photographers edged out their European counterparts

by offering good quality services at relatively cheaper

prices. As people from all walks of life chose to have their
photographs taken at these Chinese photography studios, they
inadvertently serve as repositories for a nation's history.

This exhibition showcases over 90 artefacts from the late 19th
to early 20th century, including carte de visites and photographs
by European, Chinese and Japanese studios in Singapore. These
photographs provide an important visual record of the diverse
groups of inhabitants in colonial Singapore.
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Usher in the Year of the Rat at the Sun Yat Sen Nanyang
Memorial Hall's Lunar New Year celebrations! Wan Qing Festival
of Spring 2020 presents an exciting line-up of festive offerings
suitable for all ages, including auspicious lion and dragon dance
performances, Chinese painting and drumming workshops,
heritage tours and trails, and craft activities for the little

ones. Join the Memorial Hall's signature mass lohei and toss

to bountiful luck and prosperity. You can also get your zodiac
predictions for the new year, enjoy an evening concert of
contemporary and traditional performing arts.
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Our festive art installations also promise to make for great
photo moments with friends and family. Produced by Hong Kong
collectible label, BigBoysToys, in collaboration with the Sun Yat
Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall, “Lunar Guardians” is an outdoor
installation that pays homage to the ancient Chinese art of lion
dance. Featuring two lion dance-inspired sculptures designed in
a contemporary “mecha” anime style, this installation juxtaposes
tradition with modernity, and encourages conversations about
the significance and evolution of traditions in our rapidly
changing world. This installation will be on display on the lawn
of the memorial hall from 4 January until 9 February 2020.
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Mr. Kelvin Lee
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*Seats are available on a first-come, first-served basis. No registration required.
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The well-known photographic collection of Lee Brothers Studio on
Hill Street provides a priceless record of the people of Singapore
before WWII. Less known are the stories of the first generation Lee
brothers—Lee Tat Loon, Lee Tit Loon and Lee Shui Loon from Foshan,
Guangdong province and the early photography studios such as
Quan Hing, Tien Seng, Koon Sun and Yong Fong that they established
in late 19th century Singapore.

This talk will focus on the history of this special family of enterprising
photographers, with a special highlight on Lee Shui Loon, and the
studios the family set up in Singapore and the region.
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PHOTOGRAPHS AND
HISTORY - THROUGH
THE LENS OF PAPER
CONSERVATORS
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Learn about the history of photography, the differences between
albumen prints and gelatin silver prints and how to tell them apart
in this special sharing session by professional paper conservators.

This sharing session will also shed light on the intricacies of the
delicate processes behind photograph conservation through actual
case studies of treatment performed on photographs in the From
Brush to Lens: Early Chinese Photography Studio in Singapore
special exhibition.
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CHINESE
PHOTO STUDIOS:

VISUALITY,
CULTURE AND
BUSINESS

IN COLONIAL
& MODERN
SINGAPORE

07-03-2020




The advent of photography in Asia in the mid-nineteenth century,
and the popularization of the technology and medium, especially
from the late nineteenth and early twentieth century onwards,
had important repercussions not only in the history of art and
aesthetics, but also in politics, economy, and everyday life. This
talk will look at the culture and business of modernity in colonial
Singapore through the history of early Chinese photographic
studios in the colonial port-city, and examine the ways in which
the evolving cultural and technological environments provided
new possibilities and synergies between business, culture, and
entrepreneurship.
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CHINESE
BUSINESS
PIONEERS -
SUPPORTING
SINGAPORE’'S
EDUCATION
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TRAVELLING EXHIBITIONS [E1E

The Chinese business community has always played a key role in
giving back to society and Singapore. Co-curated with students
from Hwa Chong Institution, this exhibition traces the lives of
Chinese business pioneers Tan Kah Kee, Lee Kong Chian and

Tan Lark Sye, who contributed generously in the field of education.
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IN CHINESE
CULTURE
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TRAVELLING EXHIBITIONS [E]RE

This year's River Hongbao exhibition - “Prosperity in Packets:
Hongbao in Chinese Culture” - traces the history and significance
of the Chinese custom of giving and receiving red packets during
the Lunar New Year and other auspicious occasions. Through a
curated selection of red packets, the exhibition also explores the
evolving aesthetics and design over time. This exhibition is co-
curated with students from Singapore Chinese Girls' School and
Lianhe Zaobao Student Correspondents’ Club.
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MORE WE
GET TOGETHER:

FESTIVALS AND FESTIVITIES
IN SINGAPORE
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Singapore is a melting pot of different cultures comprising
various ethnic communities, such as the Chinese, Malays,
Indians and Eurasians, who maintain their distinct cultures
and traditions while embracing a shared national identity.

This cultural diversity is manifested in the sheer number and
variety of festivals on Singapore's calendar. Some of the major
festivals observed in Singapore include Chinese New Year, Hari
Raya Puasa, Deepavali and Christmas.

Curated with students from Chung Cheng High School (Main)
and River Valley High School, this exhibition showcases how
Singaporeans of different races and religions celebrate their
respective festivals and highlights the common threads found
in these festivals!
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